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MAEDA, Marshall community celebrate new businesses, housing developments
Growth in small businesses, housing shows ongoing benefits of Ford’s BlueOval Battery Park Michigan
MARSHALL, Mich. — The Marshall Area Economic Development Alliance (MAEDA) is celebrating continued growth of local jobs, new housing development and additional tax revenue along with ongoing hiring at Ford’s BlueOval Battery Park Michigan.
The local benefits of BlueOval, continued investment in local infrastructure, and ongoing development of the Marshall Area Jobs, Opportunities, and Recreation (MAJOR) Campus are having a positive impact on the local community and the broader region. 
“Since the Ford project was announced, our community has seen construction of new hotels, development of new homes and the creation of small businesses, showing the long-term boost this project is providing for our community,” said Mike Lounds, president of MAEDA’s executive board and owner of three local small businesses, including the Bogar Theatre, TrailBlazers and Pawfitters. “Ford’s investment here is a catalyst for job growth and ongoing investment that will benefit Marshall and southwest Michigan long into the future.”
In June, Ford announced it has hired more than 500 southwest Michigan residents and started pre-production at BlueOval Battery Park Michigan. The Michigan automaker is on track to create 1,700 jobs when the plant is at full production. 
With completion of BlueOval Battery Park Michigan, Ford will be paying an estimated $5 million in local property taxes to various taxing authorities. Of that amount, the City of Marshall will see more than $2 million annually in new tax revenue. Marshall Township will receive more than $383,000 annually compared to the approximately $21,000 in annual revenue the Township received from the property prior to the construction of the Ford facility.   
“Ford’s project here is helping to spur investment and revitalization that our community has not seen in decades,” said Scott Wolfersberger, mayor of the City of Marshall. “As we see more local workers, our local small businesses, including stores, restaurants and hotels see more foot traffic.”
New local opportunities also added demand for housing in and around Marshall. More than 1,300 new housing units have been proposed or completed in Marshall since Ford’s project was announced in 2023, and hundreds more are planned to address increased demand for housing as the project is completed. 
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