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Unanimous MI appeals court decision keeps Ford’s project on track to begin production this summer
 Appellate court again finds that Marshall officials correctly zoned site for BlueOval Battery Park Michigan 
MARSHALL, Mich. — The Marshall Area Economic Development Alliance (MAEDA) is applauding a decision by the Michigan Court of Appeals that keeps Ford’s BlueOval Battery Park Michigan on track to begin production this summer. 
Jim Durian, CEO of MAEDA, said this week’s unanimous decision again affirms that elected leaders followed the law as they took steps to set up zoning for a site that is home to the Ford facility in Marshall and the Marshall Area Jobs, Opportunities, and Recreation (MAJOR) Campus, which will be home to additional businesses and future development. 
“Our elected officials and local leaders in Marshall have always been committed to following the letter of the law to set up a site for Ford’s project, which will create 1,700 new jobs here,” Durian said. “Our community is already experiencing the positive impact of BlueOval Battery Park with more than 2,000 construction workers on site over the past few years and more than 100 full-time employees who have already been hired by Ford.” 
[bookmark: _Int_80nF0TvI]This boost in foot traffic and investment means a lot in a community that has suffered job losses, population decline and an aging population over the past 30 years.   
Marshall mayor Scott Wolfersberger also applauded the court’s decision this week. 
[bookmark: _Int_aoVixk40]“The future of Marshall looks better today than it has in 40 years,” Wolfersberger said. “Ford’s BlueOval project has been a huge boost for our community and the entire region. Marshall has new hotels that are being built and new businesses that are opening. Our downtown is seeing investment and revitalization at levels not seen in decades.”   
Ford is now the city of Marshall’s largest industrial property owner, and when construction is completed, the company will pay an estimated $5 million annually in local property taxes. That’s $2 million more for the city of Marshall annually in new tax revenue.
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