	
	
	



[image: ]
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Friday, Aug. 7, 2026
CONTACT: Amy Bailey, Byrum & Fisk Advocacy Communications, abailey@byrumfisk.com
MAEDA works with Ford, Calhoun County to protect 245 acres near new BlueOval Battery Park Michigan 
Conservation parcel near Ford’s BlueOval Battery Park Michigan becomes reality as Calhoun County takes over property  
MARSHALL, Mich. — Three years after Ford Motor Co. announced it would set aside nearly 245 acres along the Kalamazoo River near its new BlueOval Battery Park Michigan, Calhoun County is taking ownership of that parcel so it can be protected long into the future.  
The Marshall Area Economic Development Alliance (MAEDA) worked with Ford, state officials and local leaders to transfer the parcel to the county to preserve natural resources and recreation near BlueOval Battery Park. The automaker’s global philanthropic arm, Ford Philanthropy, has contributed resources to help Calhoun County explore ways for the community to best enjoy the area. 
“A lot of collaboration and cooperation among public and private entities allowed this conservation effort to become a reality,” said Mike Lounds, chairman of MAEDA’s Board of Directors, and owner of three small businesses in Marshall. “In working closely with the Ford team over the past few years, it’s clear preservation and sustainability are key parts of the company’s mission, and we look forward to our continued work with them.” 
Since Ford announced BlueOval Battery Park Michigan in February 2023, the automaker has invested nearly $3 million in a variety of facilities, services and programs across Calhoun County. Ford’s Community Relations team recently released their report on investments made in the region.
“At Ford, we are committed to being a good neighbor,” said Gabby Bruno, director of Community Relations at Ford. “We want to make long-lasting investments in this incredible community, including this conservation parcel on the Kalamazoo River.”
Calhoun County has a deep commitment to improving and sustaining its parks and open spaces, preserving the natural environment and working to increase access to recreational activities.
“Our Calhoun County team is honored to have the opportunity to preserve this area along the Kalamazoo River,” said Kelli Scott, Calhoun County administrator. “We are committed to realizing the long-term vision that will ultimately create an outdoor recreation asset on this parcel and connect it to our county trail system.”
More than 500 employees are already working at BlueOval Battery Park Michigan with Ford expecting that number to reach 800 by the end of the year and moving toward its goal of eventually creating 1,700 jobs. More than 70% of BlueOval employees live in Marshall, Albion or Battle Creek.  
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