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New water infrastructure, including 80 fire hydrants, help fire response and lower insurance costs 
Businesses and residences along 14 miles of Verona Road, 15 Mile Road, Michigan Avenue benefit from new hydrants 
MARSHALL, Mich. — New water and wastewater infrastructure improvements that deliver water to Ford’s new BlueOval Battery Park Michigan and the Marshall Area Jobs, Opportunity and Recreation (MAJOR) Campus are now operational, including 80 new fire hydrants along 14 miles of nearby roadways that provide firefighters quick access to water. 
Before the new hydrants were operational this spring, firefighters had to bring a water truck to respond to a fire along these stretches of 15 Mile Road, Verona Road and Michigan Avenue. The new hydrants allow quick hookups to water, helping firefighters to quickly put out fires.
In addition to the new hydrants installed in Marshall Township and the city of Marshall, crews also completed work on a 20-inch water transmission main along 15 Mile Road between Verona Road and Michigan Avenue, completing the large loop bringing water from the city of Battle Creek to help supply water to BlueOval Battery Park Michigan and the MAJOR Campus.
The city of Marshall also has a new state-of-the-art water treatment facility that removes grit, sand and oil during the preliminary stage of the water treatment process. It also helps handle increased water flows from new developments, including Ford’s BlueOval Battery Park Michigan.
“We’re able to begin working on these improvements much sooner than planned because of Ford’s project here and the increased demand that comes with an important development for our community,” said Marguerite Davenport, director of Public Services for the City of Marshall. “These upgrades make our water treatment system more resilient, improve the longevity of our water infrastructure and ultimately lower costs for our water customers.”
Insurers set rates based on a variety of factors, including fire response times and nearby hydrant locations. Residents and businesses along the corridors with the newly added hydrants could see lower insurance costs, allowing them to save money. Houses and businesses located near fire stations or hydrants also could qualify for an insurance discount or credit.
“These improvements to our water treatment and delivery system benefit thousands of people who live and work in Marshall Township, the city of Marshall and Emmett Township,” said James Durian, CEO of the Marshall Area Economic Development Alliance (MAEDA). “These investments mean higher property values, lower insurance rates and quicker access to water during an emergency.”
Dozens of hydrants added along 8 miles of Verona Road and 6 miles of Michigan Avenue benefit businesses and residences across several municipalities, including those in the Battle Creek and Emmett Township. 
Battle Creek-based Hoffman Brothers and Lansing-based Granger Construction have been working on water and wastewater infrastructure improvements in and around the MAJOR Campus, which spans about 1,900 acres. The newly completed infrastructure that is part of this effort includes: 
· 14 miles of water transmission main
· 4.5-million-gallon water storage tank
· one new and one upgraded water pump station
· 2 miles of wastewater force main
· one new sanitary pump station
· water treatment plant upgrades
· wastewater treatment plant upgrade
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